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International protocols to organ transplant
Introduction

Organ transplant has always been a major issue in the international arena. This is because the transplantation of human organs and tissues are crucial in saving lives and helping people to resume their daily activities. Due to the benefits an organ transplant brings about, people are willing to purchase the organ by all means, which gives rise to ethical concerns and health care issues. 
Key Issues

There is a strong need for the review of policies with regards to ethical issues concerning organ donation and transplant. The World Medical Association has thus developed a policy to provide guidance to medical associations and health care providers. 
Issues with regards to providing support and educating the masses about organ transplant, ensuring resources are available as well as allowing individual rights of making a free and informed decision are key issues to be looked into. With regards to illegal purchase of organs, a resolution was adopted at the 2004 World Health Assembly, urging governments to “to take measures to protect the poorest and most vulnerable groups from ‘transplant tourism’ and the sale of tissues and organs, including attention to the wider problem of international trafficking in human tissues and organs.” In developing countries especially, more people are taking the risk of selling their organs to earn money, which are crucial issues that need to be looked into and settled. This is a worsening problem with the increasing demand for transplant organs. Countries in Asia, South America and Africa are all facing these severe issues because of cultural reasons where cadaveric organs or those from dead bodies are resisted. Thus, the WHO, with the WMA, has stepped in to provide help and guidance to countries in reducing the incidences of illegal organ trafficking. 

Suggested Links

http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/t7/index.html
http://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/82/9/feature0904/en/index.html
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Humanitarian Crisis in Syria:
The current crisis in Syria is one that is incredibly complex.  The uprising against the Syrian government of President Bashar al-Assad by armed malitia, known as the Free Syrain Army, has become a drawn out civil war, one which the international commmunity is struggling to bring to a peaceful but meaningful conclusion that ensures freedoms and rights for all.  

The current humanitarian situation is one in which basic fascilities are being sacrificed by both sides as collareral in the ongoing war.  Of paramount importance is the formation of a functioning health service that provides treatment for all.  In the mean time it has been suggested by many parties that futher access should be secured for the Red Cross and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, that have in reccent months, struggled to carry out their non-politcal medical work.  At present the civil war is worsening and it is up to the WHO and other global organisations to find a solution that will bring about an end to the fighting that will ensure the health security of the Syrian people.  

http://www.who.int/hac/en/index.html
